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ABC Comments to FDA on ‘Burdensome’ Regulations

America’s Blood Centers (ABC) recently submitted comments to the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) as part of the review of existing Center for Biologics
Evaluation and Research regulatory and information collection requirements. ABC
based its comments on the feedback provided by 80 responses to a survey of the
ABC membership that ranked the most important issues faced by independent com-
munity blood centers.

ABC suggested reforms that could result in more than $50 million in reagent costs
savings per year its response to the request for public and stakeholder comments to
help identify existing regulations and paperwork requirements “that could be mod-
ified, repealed, or replaced, consistent with the law, to achieve meaningful burden
reduction while allowing (FDA) to achieve (their) public health mission and fulfill
statutory obligations.” Additionally, regulatory improvements were noted that
could lead to greater efficiencies.

A few key areas of high priority for ABC members included modifying the licensure
requirement from the current standard of licensing each variant of a particular prod-
uct to only the primary product. This change would assist in alleviating the burden
for smaller blood centers in complying with the statistical methods for determining
sample size for apheresis platelets. Additionally, ABC recommended reducing the
infectious disease testing burden through the elimination of syphilis and hepatitis B
virus surface antigen testing, along with shifting human T-lymphotropic virus
(HTLV) to a one-time test for the donor similar to Chagas.

The removal of the restriction of not allowing plasma collected concurrently with
other cellular components to be used for non-transfusion needs until expiration was
also addressed by ABC, in addition to harmonizing freezing requirements between
source and transfusable plasma. ABC also stated that the current consolidation of
manufacturing operations has led to products being collected in one state and trans-
ported to another for processing. Unless and until those products are licensed, they
may not be sold in the state of collection or a third state because of the prohibition
of using unlicensed products in interstate commerce, despite having met all appli-
cable product specifications during the validations that precede licensure. ABC
proposed the FDA allow such transfers during the validation and licensure of new
procedures since they are subjected to quality control and validation testing assuring
they meet those specifications. Additional information is available to ABC mem-
bers in MCN 18-009, including the complete set of comments. ABC thanks all
members that provided feedback and will share additional updates as necessary.

(Source MCN 18-009) ¢


https://www.regulations.gov/document?D=FDA-2017-N-5092-0022
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FDA-2017-N-5092
https://www.regulations.gov/docket?D=FDA-2017-N-5092
https://members.americasblood.org/downloads/mcn_18009
https://members.americasblood.org/downloads/mcn_18009
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ABC Sends Congratulatory Letters to Azar and Giroir

ABC President Martin Grable sent congratulatory letters to the Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS) Secretary Alex Azar and Assistant Secretary of Health Brett Giroir, MD on their confirmations. The
letters indicate that ABC and the blood community look forward to collaborating on efforts related to patient
health, emergency preparedness and response, and infectious disease prevention, and continuing to work
with the Blood, Organ, and Tissue Senior Executive Council (BOTSEC), the Advisory Committee on Blood
and Tissue Safety and Availability (ACBTSA), and the Office of HIV/AIDS and Infectious Disease Policy
(OHAIDP). ABC members can view copies of the letters sent to Mr. Azar and Dr. Giroir respectively on
the ABC member website. é

Debra BenAvram Named AABB CEO

Debra BenAvram, FASAE, CAE will be AABB’s new CEO on June 1% announced
AABB President Mary Beth Bassett, MT(ASCP) in an email to members on Thursday.
Ms. BenAvram replaces Tom Hopkins who has filled the role of interim CEO since
2016. “Debra is a dynamic leader whose proven track record of success, as well as her
belief in our mission, make her the perfect choice to take AABB to new heights,” said
Ms. Bassett in a news release. “We’re thrilled to welcome Debra to the AABB family.”
Ms. BenAvram currently serves as the CEO of the American Society for Parenteral and
Enteral Nutrition (ASPEN), a position she has held since 2007. “T am honored and ex-
cited to lead AABB and build on its rich history as the leader in the fields of transfusion medicine, cellular
therapies, and patient blood management,” said Ms. BenAvram. “AABB’s commitment to providing the
safest and best care possible for donors and patients, and building an environment where its members can
succeed and thrive, are second to none. I look forward to collaborating with the staff and members to ad-
vance our mission of making transfusion medicine and cellular therapies safe, available and effective
worldwide.” In addition to her extensive association management and experience, she is a fellow of the
American Society for Association Executives and a Certified Association Executive including recognition
as a “Forty Under 40 Business Leader by the Washington Business Journal in 2015.”

(Source: AABB News Release, 2/22/18) ¢

We Welcome Your Letters

The ABC Newsletter welcomes letters from its readers on any blood-related topic that might be of interest to ABC
members. Letters should be kept relatively short and to the point, preferably about a topic that has recently been
covered in the ABC Newsletter. Letters are subject to editing for brevity and good taste. Please send letters to the
Editor at newsletter@americasblood.org or fax them to (202) 393-1282. Please include your correct title and or-
ganization as well as your phone number. The deadline for letters is Wednesday to make it into the next newsletter.
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Blood Centers® and distributed by e-mail. Contents and views ex-
pressed are not official statements of ABC or its Board of Directors.
Copyright 2018 by America’s Blood Centers. Reproduction of the
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credit is given.)
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blood centers that helps its members provide excellence in transfu-
sion medicine and related health services. ABC provides leadership
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and in finding efficiencies for the benefit of donors, patients, and
healthcare facilities by encouraging collaboration among blood or-
ganizations and by acting as a forum for sharing information and best
practices.

America’s Blood Centers
Executive Director: Kate Fry
Chief Medical Officer: Louis Katz
Editor: Mack Benton
Subscriptions Manager: Leslie Maundy
Annual Subscription Rate: $390

Send subscription queries to
Imaundy@americasblood.org
America’s Blood Centers
725 15th St. NW, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20005
Phone: (202) 393-5725
Send news tips to newsletter@americasblood.org.



https://www.facebook.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://twitter.com/AmericasBlood
https://www.instagram.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://members.americasblood.org/downloads/adv_180216_azar_ltr_congrats
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mailto:lmaundy@americasblood.org
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The programs and services described in the Inside ABC section are available to ABC member blood centers and
their staff only, unless otherwise specified.

561" ABC Annual Meeting Registration

Registration is open for ABC’s 56" Annual Meet-
ing in Scottsdale, Ariz. March 17" — 19" at the SAVE THE DATES

Scottsdale Plaza Resort. Don’t miss an exclusive
opportunity for blood community leaders to experi-

ence peer-to-peer collaboration, while discussing e ABC SMT Journal Club Webinar
the latest trends impacting community blood cen-

ters. The meeting will feature the Celso Bianco, March 29" at 2 PM EST

MD Lectureship, the Scientific, Medical, and Tech-

nical Forum, and the 21% Annual Awards of Additional details coming soon!

Excellence. Additionally, ABC member Blood Sys-
tems Inc. will host a networking event at the
Musical Instrument Museum. Please make your hotel reservations by February 23™ to ensure best availa-
bility and the group rate. Click here for additional details. Contact Leslie Maundy for available sponsorship
opportunities.

AMERICA'S BLOOD CENTERS'
5 TH ANNUAL

MEETING
March 17-19, 2018 | Scottsdale, AZ

2018 ANNUAL MEETING SCHEDULE Hotel Information

Scottsdale Plaza Resort

Saturday, March 17 ABC Board Meeting ]
Opening Session ;ZCJ]’(SISF_OOTITI rste.bl
Sunday, March 18 ABC Members Meeting ingle/Double

SMT Forum & Celso Bianco Lectureship

Host Event by Blood Systems For registration information,

Monday, March 19 General Session visit http://bit.ly/abc_
21st Annual Awards of Excellence annual_meeting.
Tuesday, March 20 NBF Leadership Forum
| look forward to welcoming America’s Blood Centers For sponsorship opportunities, please contact

back to Scottsdale, where the organization began more than Laslie:Maundy.atimaundy@amerioasblood-org;

55 years ago. Along with opportunities to discuss emerging
issues in our field, the Annual Meeting is a great forum for

exchanging ideas and developing collaborations. The more
who attend — the greater the value to all involved! America’s Blood Centers

@ Blood Systems i bieen MSA Presidentand CED "' Hanhout L

3 Blood Systems. Inc.



https://www.facebook.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://twitter.com/AmericasBlood
https://www.instagram.com/americasbloodcenters/
http://www.cvent.com/d/4tq00y/1Q
https://mim.org/
http://www.cvent.com/events/2018-abc-annual-meeting/event-summary-d5e1df2743bc4cbe8730d9b44d3649a6.aspx
mailto:lmaundy@americasblood.org
http://www.americasblood.org/meetings/2018-annual-meeting.aspx
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CMS Requests Information Regarding CLIA 88 Personnel Requirements & Other
Issues

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has issued a request for information (RFI) to assist
in revising the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of 1988 (CLIA 88). The personnel require-
ments have not been significantly modified since the early 1990s. In this RFI, CMS seeks public input on
several topics including qualifications of Bachelor of Science degrees in nursing and physical science for
moderate complexity technical consultants and moderate and high complexity testing personnel. The
agency requests that comments include information such as evidence, research, and trends to assist in up-
dating existing CLIA regulations and future rulemaking. The ABC Quality Blood Regulatory Review
Committee has reviewed the RFI and seeks ABC member input to develop comments that will represent
the entirety of the membership. Please complete the survey by March 4™, Please direct questions to Ruth

Sylvester.
Human Resources and Training & Development Workshop Launches Registration

ABC invites all human resources and training and development professionals to register for the 2018 ABC
Human Resources and Training & Development Workshop in Dallas, Texas May 8" — 10™ at the Fairmont
Dallas. Attendees will have the opportunity to discuss industry challenges and trends with their peers and
partake in joint sessions that will explore the current state of the blood industry, critical thinking skills, and
disaster training/preparedness. Time will also be devoted for separate sessions focusing on hot topics spe-
cific to each discipline such as Human Resources as a Business Partner, Intermittent FMLA/ADA/LOA,
Training Video Production, and Mobile Learning/Micro-Learning. Early bird discounts are available
through March 2", HRCI and P.A.C.E. credits will be offered. Ten scholarships of $750 are available to
attendees through a grant from the Foundation for America’s Blood Centers. The submission deadline for
scholarships is March 9™. The schedule is available. Please contact Leslie Maundy for additional details
and sponsorship opportunities. Registration rates are below:

. 3-day HR/TD Workshop (Tue-Thu) Early bird $485/Regular $540
. 2-day Training & Development (Tue-Wed) Early bird $410/Regular $465
. 2-day Human Resources (Wed-Thu) Early bird $410/Regular $465

(Source: MCN 18-011) ¢

ADRP2018

DALLAS, TX
May 9 - 11, 2018



https://www.facebook.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://twitter.com/AmericasBlood
https://www.instagram.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/01/09/2017-27887/request-for-information-revisions-to-personnel-regulations-proficiency-testing-referral
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4193755/CLIA-88-Request-for-Information
mailto:rsylvester@americasblood.org
mailto:rsylvester@americasblood.org
https://www.cvent.com/events/2018-human-resources-training-development-workshop/registration-c0a400d943de42c49fe3a9bd98faf689.aspx?fqp=true
http://www.cvent.com/events/2018-human-resources-training-development-workshop/event-summary-c0a400d943de42c49fe3a9bd98faf689.aspx
http://www.cvent.com/events/2018-human-resources-training-development-workshop/event-summary-c0a400d943de42c49fe3a9bd98faf689.aspx
http://www.fairmont.com/dallas/
http://www.fairmont.com/dallas/
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4208826/HR-TD-Workshop-Scholarship-Application
http://www.cvent.com/events/2018-human-resources-training-development-workshop/agenda-c0a400d943de42c49fe3a9bd98faf689.aspx
mailto:lmaundy@americasblood.org
https://members.americasblood.org/downloads/mcn18011
https://www.adrp.org/Annual-Conference
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RESEARCH IN BRIEF

How often does uncrossmatched blood lead to an acute hemolytic transfusion reaction (AHTR)? With
increasing use of massive transfusion protocols for severe hemorrhage, transfusion prior to completion of
routine immunohematology testing is common. A patient at McMaster University (Hamilton, Ontario) re-
ceived uncrossmatched blood during trauma resuscitation and suffered a severe AHTR associated with
preexisting anti-K and anti-Fy? antibodies that were attributed to alloimmunization after remote prior trans-
fusions. The authors present the case report and a literature review that estimates the rate at which this is
recognized is 2/3,998 uncross-matched transfusions (95 percent credible interval 0.01-0.21 percent).

Citation: Fiorellino, J., Elahie, A.L., Warkentin, T.E. Acute haemolysis, DIC and renal failure after trans-
fusion of uncrossmatched blood during trauma resuscitation: illustrative case and literature review.
Transfusion Medicine. 2018. http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tme.12513/full

Plasma or coagulation factor concentrates (CFC) to reverse the coagulopathy of trauma? The Rever-
sal of Trauma-Induced Coagulopathy (RETIC) study using first-line coagulation factor concentrates or
fresh frozen plasma was an Austrian single center, randomized, parallel group, open label (i.e. unblinded)
comparison of the efficacy of fresh frozen plasma (FFP) compared to concentrates in injured patients for
treating coagulopathy defined using rotational thromboelastometry (ROTEM). The primary endpoint was
multiple organ failure. Secondary endpoints included normalization of ROTEM parameters and the need
for massive transfusion. FFP was started with a dose of 15 mL/Kg. The coagulation concentrates used
included “primarily fibrinogen concentrate” at 50 mg/Kg. With inadequate response, the study interventions
could be repeated. One hundred of 292 screened patients were included, with 44 FFP and 50 CFC patients
included in the final modified intention-to-treat analysis. The trial was terminated early when 52 percent in
the FFP group, compared to 4 percent receiving CFC, “required rescue therapy” based on the ROTEM
results and an unvalidated clinical bleeding score. In the respective FFP and CFC groups, rates of multiple
organ failure were 66 percent vs. 50 percent, and rates of massive transfusion were 30 percent and 12
percent. All were statistically significant except multiple organ failure, which was significant only in a post
hoc analysis of stratification variables (injury severity score and brain injury). In addition to fibrinogen
concentrates, some patients received four-factor prothrombin complex concentrates and/or factor XII1 con-
centrates. The lack of blinding, the initial administration of the FFP 40 minutes later than CFC, the dose of
FFP, and the comparison of multiple different concentrates to plasma are among the potential shortcomings
noted by the authors, who still conclude that early fibrinogen supplementation is critical, and suggest that
first line FFP therapy should be reassessed.

Citation: Innerhofer, P., Fries, D., Mittermayr, M. et al. Reversal of trauma-induced coagulopathy using
first-line coagulation factor concentrates or fresh frozen plasma (RETIC): a single-centre, parallel-group,
open-label, randomised trial. Lancet Haematology. 2017. doi: 10.1016/S2352-3026(17)30077-7.

Tranexamic acid (TXA) has been shown to reduce mortality, bleeding, and transfusion requirements
after trauma—is there under or overuse and does it increase venous thromboembolism (VTE)? Well-
designed trials have clearly demonstrated the beneficial effects of TXA after trauma (and in other clinical
venues, like orthopedic surgery), and have not consistently suggested an increase in VTE. Now, military
investigators have published a “real world” retrospective analysis of their experience with TXA in Afghan-
istan, and a single military facility stateside, between 2011 and 2015. Information from 455 patient records
was abstracted. They suggest that overuse occurred in 3.3 percent of the 282 patients without the need for
massive transfusion, and underuse in 46 of the 173 patients who required massive transfusion. They contend
that overuse is increasing at a rate of 3.3 percent per quarter during the interval and underuse is decreasing
by 4.4 percent per quarter. VTE was associated with TXA use with an odds ratio of 2.58 (95 percent con-
fidence interval 1.20-5.56). They recommend “(a) reevaluation of the use of TXA” in combat casualties.

(continued on page 6)


https://www.facebook.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://twitter.com/AmericasBlood
https://www.instagram.com/americasbloodcenters/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/tme.12513/full
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanhae/article/PIIS2352-3026(17)30077-7/fulltext
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RESEARCH IN BRIEF (continued from page 5)

The authors of an invited commentary accept that the demonstration of the association with VTE is im-
portant. They offer a strong set of critiques however. Applying military findings to civilian trauma is not
appropriate given differences in injury mechanisms and severity and transport systems. Also, they express
concern about the use of a non-consensus definition of massive transfusion that may bias results compared
to prior TXA studies. Further, the paper does not recognize that TXA may have been preventing hemor-
rhage sufficient to require massive transfusion and caution against the use of this study to reduce TXA use
given its well demonstrated mortality benefit in controlled clinical trials.

Citation: Johnston, L.R., Rodriguez, C.J., Elster, E.A., Bradley, M.J. Evaluation of military use of tranex-
amic acid and associated thromboembolic events. JAMA Surgery. 2018. doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2017.3821.

Etchill, EW., Fang, R., Haut, E.R. Does tranexamic acid cause venous thromboembolism after trauma?
Who cares, if it saves lives? JAMA Surgery. 2018. doi:10.1001/jamasurg.2017.3855. &

RECENT REVIEWS

(et) another systematic review and meta-analysis assesses the clinical impact of the storage age of
red blood cells (RBC). Sixteen randomized trials that included more than 31,000 patients show no associ-
ation of the age of RBCs with mortality and the evidence for this conclusion is considered “high quality.”
Transfusion reactions and infections were marginally statistically significant and more likely with older
RBCs. The relative risk for transfusion reactions was 1.35 (95 percent confidence interval 1.04-1.76), and
for infection was1.08 (95 percent confidence interval 1.00-1.17) for transfusion reactions. The authors con-
clude that “(t)he current evidence does not support a change from current usual transfusion practice.”

Citation: McQuillen, Z.K., French, C.J., Nichol, A. et al. Effect of age of red cells for transfusion on patient
outcomes: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Transfusion Medicine Reviews. 2018.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tmrv.2018.02.002.

Blood reviews efforts to identify effective means for developing antithrombotic drugs that that inter-
fere less with coagulation. “[T]here is emerging experimental evidence that suggests that the molecular
and cellular mechanisms of hemostasis and thrombosis can be separated, thereby raising the possibility of
new antithrombotic therapeutic targets with reduced bleeding risk.” Patients treated with antiplatelet drugs
and anticoagulants are at risk for life-threatening hemorrhage. This traditionally has been believed to be
unavoidable, owing to an inextricable link between “physiologic hemostasis and pathologic thrombosis.”
However, researchers have more recently discovered several different molecular targets that may lead to a
new paradigm in antithrombotic therapy. One possible target resides on leukocytes and is known as integrin
Mac-1. When blockaded, this molecule interacts less efficiently with platelet glycoprotein Ib (GPIb), re-
ducing the thrombogenic potential of platelets without compromising normal hemostasis. Other research is
examining whether targeting coagulation factors XI and/or XII might have a similarly beneficial impact.
The authors hope that, based upon these lines of research, antithrombotic therapy someday will better pre-
serve healthy hemostasis, reducing its hemorrhagic complications.

Citation: Plow, E.F., Wang, Y., and Simon, D.I. The search for new antithrombotic mechanisms and ther-
apies that may spare hemostasis. Blood. 2018. https://doi.org/10.1182/blood-2017-10-784074.

Contributed by Chris Gresens, MD, division chief medical officer, BloodSource, Blood Centers of the Pa-
cific, Inland Northwest Blood Center, and United Blood Services ¢


https://www.facebook.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://twitter.com/AmericasBlood
https://www.instagram.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/article-abstract/2659483
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamasurgery/article-abstract/2659479
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.tmrv.2018.02.002
https://doi.org/10.1182/blood-2017-10-784074
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BRIEFLY NOTED

The Centers of Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Office of the Actuary recently issued projec-
tions for national health spending to grow annually at a rate of 5.5 percent through the year 2026.
An accompanying paper appearing in Health Affairs states that this is expected “to represent 19.7 percent
of the economy” by that year as well, versus 17.9 percent currently, accounting for increases in income,
medical goods and services, and an aging population with “enrollment shifts from private health insurance
to Medicare.” More information on the report and a detailed breakdown of projections is available.

(CMS Report, 2/14/18)

The Biomedical Excellence for Safer Transfusion (BEST) Collaborative announced that it is review-
ing its scientific membership and accepting applications for membership through May 1%. Interested
individuals may submit applications online along with a current curriculum vitae (CV). Areas of concen-
trations and the team leads are: cellular therapy, Dave McKenna, MD, clinical studies/transfusion safety,
Mark Fung, MD, PhD and Alan Tinmouth, MD, MSc, conventional components, Dana Devine, PhD, and
donor studies, Marc Germain, MD and Ralph Vassallo, MD. BEST is an international research organization
that aims to improve the safety of transfusion and cell therapy and related services through standardization
of analytic techniques, development of new procedures and execution of clinical trials in hematology and
cell therapy. More than 118 scientific publications have resulted from the Collaborative’ s work. Additional
details are available on Best’s website.

(BEST Collaborative Announcement, 2/21/18) ¢

STOPLIGHT®: Status of America’s Blood Centers’ Blood Supply
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Daily updates are available at:
www.AmericasBlood.org
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INFECTIOUS DISEASE UPDATES
INFLUENZA

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) reported the flu vaccine’s “adjusted vaccine effec-
tiveness (VE) against influenza A and influenza B virus infection was 36 percent (95 percent confidence
interval [CI] = 27-44 percent). Influenza A(H3N2) strain has been present in 69 percent of cases. Flu re-
mains widespread in 48 states and Puerto Rico. More than 21,000 hospitalizations have been linked to flu
as of CDC’s latest figures from October 1, 2017 — February 17, 2018. Due to the severity of this season,
there have been questions raised about the efficacy this year’s vaccine. The estimate of 36 percent protective
efficacy is better than some early estimates (approximately 10 percent), but remains low by historical stand-
ards. The hospitalization rate is 74.5/100,000 compared to 64.2 during the end of season rates for 2014-15.
Ninety-seven children have died this season from flu. CDC officials note that the best defense against the
flu remains the flu vaccine and that it’s not too late to get vaccinated.

(Sources: CDC Summary of Weekly FluView Report, 2/23/18) ¢

REGULATORY NEWS

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) pub-
lished a final rule amending regulations regarding the
“acceptance” of data from clinical investigations for
medical devices that take place both outside and within s

the U.S. to ensure the “quality and integrity” of the in- ADVE RT' E
vestigation data. The rule stipulates that data from such

clinical investigations “intended to support an investiga- WITH Us

tional device exemption (IDE) application, a premarket
notification (510(k)) submission, a request for De Novo

classification, a premarket approval (PMA) application, a Reach Key Decision Makers
product development protocol (PDP) application, or a hu- in Blood Banking and
manitarian device exemption (HDE) application be from Transfusion Medicine

investigations conducted in accordance with good clinical
practice (GCP).” This includes receiving and documenting
the review and approval of the clinical investigation by an
independent ethics committee, and the “freely given in-
formed consent of subjects used” as a part of medical

device investigations. The rule also amends regulations
concerning the requirements of clinical investigations that Amermas Blood (enters’
take place within the U.S. for IDEs, HDEs, and 510(k) sub- It's About Life.

missions, “requir[ing] a statement regarding compliance
with FDA regulations for human subject protection, insti-
tutional review boards, and IDEs.”

(Source: FDA Final Rule, 2/21/18) ¢
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PEOPLE

Jose Cancelas, MD, PhD has been named director of Hoxworth Blood Center
(Cincinnati, Ohio). Dr. Cancelas joined the organization in 2002. During that
time, he has served in a number of roles, including medical director of the cel-
lular therapies division, and most recently as deputy director. “We are thrilled
to be able to have strong leadership continue at Hoxworth Blood Center,” says
William Ball, MD, University of Cincinnati (UC) senior vice president for
health affairs and dean of the College of Medicine. “We have confidence that
Dr. Cancelas can build on the accomplishments of Dr. Ronald Sacher, who
helped Hoxworth become one of the leading blood banking centers in the
United States.” Dr. Cancelas obtained his medical degree at Autonomous Uni-
versity of Madrid (Spain) and his doctorate from University of Alcala de
Henares in Madrid. He replaces Ronald Sacher, MD who stepped down last
month as director, a position he held since 2000. Dr. Cancelas also serves as a professor in the UC Depart-
ment of Pediatrics and faculty in the medical scientist training, cancer, and cell biology programs at the UC
College of Medicine.

(Hoxworth New Release, 2/16/18) ¢

IN MEMORIAM

Ram Kakaiya, MD, passed away on February 11", Dr. Kakaiya served
as Medical Director at LifeSource from 2002-2014. He enjoyed re-
search and contributed to the field in many ways including the Recipient
Epidemiology and Donor Evaluation Study (REDS) Il and IlI, in addi-
tion to several National Institutes of Health research projects. He was a
recipient of the 2011 Chang Ling Lee Award from the Illinois Associ-
ation of Blood Banks that honors an “outstanding contributor to
transfusion medicine in Illinois through significant contribution to
transfusion medicine research, teaching, or clinical practice.” Dr. Ka-
kaiya also led the establishment of the Bernard Fantus, MD Symposium
that celebrated the 75" anniversary of the first U.S. hospital blood bank

~ at Cook County Hospital by Dr. Fantus. His career spanned more than
three decades, as he held the position of medical director at the American Red Cross Blood Services in
Connecticut and in St. Louis, Mo., and several Chicago-area hospitals in addition to the role of Assistant
Professor at the University of IIIinois. )

ABC Calendar of Events

ABC offers a variety of meetings, workshops and virtual opportunities for education and networking as
well as participation in ABC business. The calendar of events includes annual and summer meetings,
board meetings, workshops, and webinars, and details will be updated as confirmed. We look forward
to your support and participation!



https://www.facebook.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://twitter.com/AmericasBlood
https://www.instagram.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://www.healthnews.uc.edu/news/?/29738/
https://ramkakaiya.wixsite.com/memorial
https://members.americasblood.org/event
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MEMBER NEWS

Angel Flight West recently delivered platelets to LifeStream (San Ber-
nardino, Calif.) completing the inaugural flight as part of their
partnership. The volunteer-based organization coordinates free, non-
emergency flights for “healthcare and other compelling needs.” Brad
Smith flew the shipment from Oxnard Airport to San Bernardino Inter-
national Airport to assist those patients in need. “Partnering with Angel
Flight West compliments LifeStream's mission of saving lives by con-
necting donors and patients through the gift of blood,” said Kevin Moore,
vice president, operations at LifeStream according to Patch. “The gener-
osity of the volunteer pilots will make platelets available for our  Photo courtesy of LifeStream
community a full day ahead of our current schedule.”

(Source: Patch, LifeStream, Angel Flight West mark first flight of partnership, 2/21/18) ¢
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1. Jerry Haarmann Leadership Program Check your leadership effectiveness by
Six courses on leading teams answering yes or no to the following questions:
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e Do you know exactly what you want
employees to understand, think, and do

department as well as working with other in response to your communications?
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Six courses on change management and

communication challenges ¢ Do you know what motivates your

employees?

A America’s Blood Centers’ Start Developing Your Skills Today

Professional Institute Log on at: www.americasblood.org/education



https://www.facebook.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://twitter.com/AmericasBlood
https://www.instagram.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://patch.com/california/redlands/lifestream-angel-flight-west-mark-first-flight-partnership
http://www.americasblood.org/education.aspx
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CALENDAR

Note to subscribers: Submissions for a free listing in this calendar (published in the last issue of each month) are
welcome. Send information to Leslie Maundy by e-mail (Imaundy@americasblood.org) or by fax to (202) 393-1282.
(For a more detailed announcement in the weekly “Meetings” section of the newsletter, please include program in-
formation.)

2018
Mar. 17-19. ABC Annual Meeting, America’s Blood Centers, Scottsdale, Ariz. More details available here.
Mar. 20. National Blood Foundation Leadership Forum, Scottsdale, Ariz. More details available here.

Mar. 21-22. IPFA 3rd Asia Workshop on Plasma Quality and Supply, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. More details available
here.

Apr. 16. FDA Public Meeting “Evaluating Inclusion and Exclusion Criteria in Clinical Trials,” Washington, DC.
More details available here.

Apr. 24-25. International Consensus Conference “Patient Blood Management,” Frankfurt, Germany. More details
available here.

May 8-10. ABC Human Resources & Training/Development Workshop, America’s Blood Centers, Dallas, Texas.
More details available here.

May 9-11. ADRP Conference & Expo., Dallas, Texas. More details available here.

May 15. 2018 NJABBP Spring Seminar & Annual Conference, Woodbridge, NJ. Join NJABBP by March 15™ to be
eligible to receive benefits. More details available here.

May 16-17. IPFA/PEI 25th Workshop on “Surveillance and Screening of Blood-borne Pathogens,” Athens, Greece.
More details available here.

Sept. 12. 8" Annual Symposium Red Cell Genotyping 2018: Patient Care, Bethesda, MD. More details available here.

Sept. 28. 36" Annual Immunohematology and Blood Transfusion Symposium, Bethesda, MD. More details available
here. ¢

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Classified advertisements, including notices of positions available and wanted, are published free of charge for a maximum
of three weeks per position per calendar year for ABC institutional members. There are charges for non-members: $139 per
placement for ABC Newsletter subscribers and $279 for non-subscribers. A six (6) percent processing fee will be applied to
all credit card payments. Notices ordinarily are limited to 150 words. To place an ad, contact Leslie Maundy at the ABC
office. Phone: (202) 654-2917; fax: (202) 393-1282; e-mail: Imaundy@americasblood.org.

POSITIONS

Director of Community Development. Houchin Com-
munity Blood Bank is a local, non-profit community
blood bank, centrally located in Bakersfield, California,
serving all of Kern County for over 60 years. We operate
in a state-of-the-art, 42,000 square foot facility. Our Di-
rector of Community Development is a key employee of
the blood bank and an integral member of the manage-
ment team. This individual will direct and coordinate
activities related to: community development, marketing,
field recruiting, and account management. The Director
will foster a strong community relationship and

a strategic balance between fixed site and mobile collec-
tion operations. In doing so, the Director will manage
staff, maintain adequately developed goals and plans, and
be responsible for the attainment of those goals. Qualifi-
cations include a minimum of BS/BA degree in business,
marketing, sales, public relations or related field; mini-
mum three years of managerial responsibility; minimum
five years of technical experience in sales or marketing-
related role; excellent oral and written communication

(continued on page 13)


https://www.facebook.com/americasbloodcenters/
https://twitter.com/AmericasBlood
https://www.instagram.com/americasbloodcenters/
mailto:lmaundy@americasblood.org
http://www.americasblood.org/meetings/2018-annual-meeting.aspx
http://www.aabb.org/research/nbf/lf/Pages/default.aspx?utm_source=RegOpenComp&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=MKT_NBF_LF18
http://www.ipfa.nl/events/ipfa-asia-workshop-on-plasma-quality-and-supply-malaysia-2018
https://healthpolicy.duke.edu/events/evaluating-inclusion-and-exclusion-criteria-clinical-trials
http://www.icc-pbm.eu/
http://www.cvent.com/events/2018-human-resources-training-development-workshop/event-summary-c0a400d943de42c49fe3a9bd98faf689.aspx
https://www.adrp.org/page-18300
http://www.njabbp.org/membership
http://www.njabbp.org/events/
https://www.ipfa.nl/events/ipfa-pei-25-international-workshop-athens
http://www.bcw.edu/rcg2018
https://www.cc.nih.gov/dtm/research/symposium.html
mailto:lmaundy@americasblood.org
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POSITIONS (continued from page 12)

skills, leadership and management skills, business and fi-
nancial planning skills. We offer a competitive salary,
positive work environment, excellent benefits, including
two retirement plans, and more. For more information on
our company, please visit us at www.hcbb.com. Inter-
ested applicants may email resumes to
careers@hcbb.com.

Quality Assurance Director. The Blood Bank of Alaska
is seeking a Quality Assurance (QA) Director. The Qual-
ity Assurance Director is responsible for ensuring all
areas of the Blood Bank of Alaska (BBA) are operating
in compliance with applicable government regulations,
accrediting agency standards or consignee requirements
related to the collection, processing, testing and distribu-
tion of blood products, cellular therapy products and
services. The QA Director participates as a member of
the BBA management team in planning, program formu-
lation, and systems development. The QA Director is
responsible for designing, implementing, and monitoring
the quality assurance program for all operating divisions
of BBA. The incumbent for this role must possess excel-
lent conceptual, communication, and analytical skills.
Must understand general work flow processes and equip-
ment used in a medical facility. Must have excellent
interactive skills necessary in communicating with co-
workers and regulatory officials. The Blood Bank is an
equal opportunity employer. Qualified applicants are
considered for employment without regard to race, color,
religion, national origin, age, disability, marital/veteran
status or any other legally protected status. Interested
candidates please apply via our website at www.blood-

bankofalaska.org.

Recruitment and Retention Manager (Charlotte,
N.C.) Come apply your blood banking and recruitment
management experience in one of the fastest growing and
best cities to live in the country! Community Blood Cen-
ter of the Carolinas is seeking an experienced and
analytical professional for the Recruitment and Retention
Manager position in Charlotte, NC. The position is re-
sponsible for the development and direction of programs
related to recruitment and retention of blood drive spon-
sors and donors, in order to meet the needs of patients and
hospitals in our region. This position works closely with
the Director of Marketing, Recruitment and Collections
to ensure efficient operation of both center and whole
blood, red cell, plasma and platelet collection. Supervi-
sory, sales and data analytic skills, as well as blood bank
experience highly preferred. Essential functions include,
1) implementing departmental and organizational goals
by using planning and strategic agility as the foundation
for successful results in meeting objectives; 2) ensuring
that qualified and adequately trained personnel are avail-
able, and that company personnel policies and standards
are administered equitably and consistently; and 3) lead-
ing and managing group through further development
and emphasis on team building concept. Incorporates in-
tegrity and trust within group through example of
leadership. Applications should send a resume to Ben

Pryor at bpryor@cbcc.us or apply online at
www.cbcc.us/careers. é
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